CHAPTER VII
BACK TO THE TIMES

UNEXPECTEDLY, and without solicitation on his part,
Russell was invited in the autumn of 1848 to renew
his connection with the Times. There was a tradition
in the Times office that anyone who left the standard
of Printing House Square to fight under another
should be held an outlaw, Russell was aware of this,
and was both surprised and flattered by the new
offer, Delane, it seems, had thought that Russell
ought to have been retained by a permanent engage-
ment at the time when he was captured by the
Morning Chronicle. The letter from the manager of the
Times asked Russell if he was willing to be a repre-
sentative of the paper till the meeting of Parliament,
when a post would be reserved for him as a reporter
in the gallery of the House.

A few days afterwards, Russell was invited to dinner
with Delane at Serjeants' Inn, and before the party
went down to the dining-room Delane informed him
that he was to have an annual engagement

" I remember," says Russell, "that in the conversation,
someone stated that Captain Shandon was intended by
Thackeray for Stirling. But Thackeray afterwards
told me that Shandon was intended for half a dozen
Irishmen rolled into one." *

Almost as soon as he re-joined the Times, Russell was
sent to Ireland to report the State Trials of 1848* He

* It is generally believed that Captain Shandoa was drawn from
Maginn.